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the benefit of American companies, who already meet high standards 
under United States domestic law. Improved disabilities standards 
abroad would also afford American businesses increased opportunities 
to export innovative products and technologies, stimulating job cre-
ation at home. 

Equal access, equal opportunity, and the freedom to make of our lives 
what we will are principles upon which our Nation was founded, and 
they continue to guide our efforts to perfect our Union. Together, we 
can ensure our country is not deprived of the full talents and contribu-
tions of the approximately 54 million Americans living with disabil-
ities, and we will move forward with the work of providing pathways 
to opportunity to all of our people. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim Tues-
day, July 26, 2011, the Anniversary of the Americans with Disabilities 
Act. I encourage Americans across our Nation to celebrate the 21st an-
niversary of this civil rights law and the many contributions of individ-
uals with disabilities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth 
day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8695 of July 26, 2011 

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

On June 25, 1950, the Korean peninsula erupted in conflict, becoming 
the front line of an intensifying Cold War. For 3 years, our Armed 
Forces fought to help keep Korea free, suffering bitter reversals and 
winning stunning victories before the Military Armistice Agreement at 
Panmunjom secured the border near the 38th parallel. Together, Amer-
ican service members and allied forces were part of a generation that, 
in the words inscribed at their memorial in Washington, defended ‘‘a 
country they never knew and a people they never met.’’ Today, we ex-
press our unending gratitude to all who fought and died in pursuit of 
freedom and democracy for the Korean peninsula. 

Our veterans’ courage and sacrifice have enabled the Republic of Korea 
to flourish as a strong and prosperous nation for over half a century. 
In the decades following the Armistice, the American and South Ko-
rean people have maintained a warm friendship, and our alliance is 
stronger than ever. We remember our common values and shared suf-
fering during the Korean War, and we continue to work together to-
wards advancing the cause of freedom and stability in East Asia and 
around the world. 
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Today, we honor the tens of thousands of service members who gave 
their last full measure of devotion to protect the people of the Republic 
of Korea. We also pay tribute to the generations of Americans who 
have guarded the border since hostilities concluded. It is our sacred 
duty as a grateful Nation to care for all those who have served, and 
to provide for our veterans and their families. 

We will never forget that America owes its liberty, security, and pros-
perity to the heroic acts of our service members. We must also remem-
ber that their selfless sacrifices have had a profound impact on the pro-
motion of freedom across the globe. On National Korean War Veterans 
Armistice Day, we recommit to supporting our venerable warriors and 
their families, and we pay our deepest respects to those who laid down 
their lives. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 27, 
2011, as National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day. I call upon all 
Americans to observe this day with appropriate ceremonies and activi-
ties that honor our distinguished Korean War Veterans. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty- 
sixth day of July, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of 
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred 
and thirty-sixth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8696 of July 27, 2011 

World Hepatitis Day, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Across our Nation, millions of Americans are living with viral hepa-
titis. As many as three-fourths of Americans living with the disease are 
unaware of their status and are not receiving care and treatment for 
their condition. Raising awareness about hepatitis is crucial to effec-
tively fight stigmas, stem the tide of new infections, and ensure treat-
ment reaches those who need it. On World Hepatitis Day, we join with 
people across our country and around the globe in promoting strategies 
that will help save lives and prevent the spread of viral hepatitis. 

Viral hepatitis is inflammation of the liver, and can cause a lifetime 
of health issues for people who contract it. Hepatitis B and C viruses 
are the cause of a growing number of new liver cancer cases and liver 
transplants. In the United States, hepatitis is a leading infectious cause 
of death, claiming the lives of thousands of Americans each year. 
While we have come far, work still needs to be done to prevent and 
treat this disease. 

Viral hepatitis touches Americans of all backgrounds, but certain 
groups are at greater risk than others. Past recipients of donated blood, 
infants born to mothers infected with viral hepatitis, and persons with 
sexually transmitted diseases or behaviors such as injection-drug use 
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